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My favourite building is always the last one 
completed that I have worked on, so at 
this point in time it has to be International 
Tower in Capital Centre, Abu Dhabi. This 

building is particularly special because it has proven 
that a practical, functional and purpose-built commer-
cial tower can be as successful as the more glamorous 
iconic structures, even in a region that is very fond of 
bold architecture. 

“At the peak of the real estate boom in 2008, when we 
were considering the outlook for commercial buildings 
in Abu Dhabi, there was a lot of debate about whether a 
simple design would be overshadowed by more elaborate 
landmark towers, but in the end we stuck with our 
instincts and experience with the inherent belief that a 

well-designed and built building would meet a growing 
demand for international Grade A office space.” 

Construction began on International Tower, designed 
by Woods Bagot, in March 2009 and it was completed 
and launched to the market in April 2012. It has 24 
commercial floors providing approximately 41,000m2 of 
space. Designed as a modern contemporary landmark, 
it provides international specification Grade A offices. 
At the time of its launch, International Tower was the 
first commercial scheme to launch within ADNEC’s 
Capital Centre master plan. 

“It’s no surprise that amongst our tenants are 
international and local engineering and construction 
firms. They simply recognise a quality buil d when they 
walk through one.”  

David 
Cockerton, 
fund manager, 
SinoGulf 
Real Estate 
Investments

David Cockerton is a 
recognised expert on 
international real es-
tate investments. Hav-
ing worked in the UK, 
across Europe, USA 
and the Middle East, 
he has diverse and 
in-depth experience in 
real estate investment 
and development 
and is a specialist 
in real estate asset 
management. He was 
global head of asset 
management for the 
Royal Bank of Scotland 
Group for more than 
10 years leading the 
CRE/property team in 
support of the acquisi-
tion of NatWest and 
managed the ten fold 
increase in the size of 
this property portfo-
lio over this period. 
During his time in the 
Middle East, Cocker-
ton initially held the 
position as senior-vice 
president with Majid 
Al Futtaim respon-
sible for a signifi cant 
portfolio of mixed-use 
development projects 
across the GCC region 
before taking up his 
current role as fund 
manager with SinoGulf 
Real Estate Invest-
ments in Abu Dhabi.
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A tower block in Abu Dhabi may not be most people’s choice 
of their favourite building, but for SinoGulf Investments’ 

David Cockerton it’s a labour of love


